
The baritone ukulele – What are the parts? 

 

The strings are numbered 4, 3, 2, 1, when you look down, string 4 is the closest. 

You also call them D, G, B, E, and these are the same as the 4 3 2 1 of the guitar. 

The frets are what make the string shorter and therefore a higher pitch.  

On the piano, as you go up key by key (½ step), the string for each key is shorter. On the uke, as you go up fret by fret, you make the string shorter 

by a ½ step. Review this with your teacher. 

On the fretboard, you press your finger behind the fret, and it shortens the string. That is why when someone says place you finger on the first fret, 

they mean the space behind that fret. 

Study page 2 with your teacher, then go through these exercises: 

- Exercise to remember the string numbers 

- Exercise to remember the notes for the strings 

- Exercise to sing the note before pluck the string (extra credit) 
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Practice different fingers on the same fret 
 You now know one chord that use just one finger (so one fret), G major, and you will find 

yourself playing this chord a lot. 

The normal G chord fretboard diagram usually does not show which finger to use on the G note 

of String 1. You can practice with each of the fingers: 

• 1 or the index finger (i) 

• 2 or the middle finger (m) 

• 3 or the ring finger (r) 

• 4 or the pinky (p) 

Refer to the figure below as you practice the G chord going from one finger to the next. 

 

You need to practice and be comfortable with each finger. The index is the usually the strongest, but you 

need to think about the next chord, which is what determines the best finger to use. 

Notes: If you play piano this makes no sense, as 1 should be the thumb, and you do play on a fretboard 

with the thumb, so it really makes no sense. I mark fingers as i, m, r, and p. 



This is a real piece for a jam.
You know the Em and G 
chord, if that is all you can 
play, that is OK, others will 
play the rest of the chords. 
Follow the lyrics and the 
melody to keep along.



All music has four elements, and a good teacher will be able to take any piece of music and pull one element out to practice. 

• Rhythm – My favorite image is a river of beats that never stops flowing, it is always there, and our job is to figure out when to stick our toe 

in (i.e. play a note or chord).  There are three rhythms that make up 90% of all music 

4/4 – 4 quarter notes - most popular songs, with the strong beat on the 1 and the 3. 

3/4 – 3 quarter notes, A waltz, with the strong beat on the 1. 

6/8 – 6 eighth notes, with the strong beat on the 1 and the 4. 

You never worry about getting lost while playing; simply stop and wait for a strong beat. 

Usually, you strum down on the strong beat, and up if there are “extra” notes. Work with your teacher on the use of and (&) for shorter note 

duration and syncopation. (Swing if advanced) 

 

• Bass - The bass or low note is usually the name of the chord. Watch your teacher. 

• Harmony - Harmony adds more notes (intervals) to the bass and allows us to create chords. Using frets, we want to “capture” the notes of 

the chord with various finger positions. Our ear wants to hear a set of different chords, especially the 1-4-5 (later). 

• Melody – The key concept again is the interval between each note of the melody, which all musicians master. You usually learn melody with 

lyrics. This takes us back to rhythm, if you are lost during a session, the words will tell you where you are and when to start back in, i.e. pick 

up the melody. 



Basic

Basic

Medium

Medium

1  +   2   +  3  + 4  +     1  +  2  + 3   + 4   +       1 + 2   +   3   + 4  +     1  + 2  + 3 +  4    +     









Here are the most common chords, going 
vertically for each chord name. Ideally, pick 
one note name for each practice.

The last one is also one of the most common 
and requires practice, but we all have gone 
through this, the F chord:

Most guitarists put the 
index on strings 2 and 1, 
but you can use all four 
fingers at first.



1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Does this look like a “scale?”

D CE F G A B

Now that’s a 
scale ( = ladder)



--------- --  --- -               

----------- -------- ---  ---  

                                          

--------- ---------- ----------  

Notes 
_________________________________________________

Common 1-4-5 progressions for bari uke – Work with you teacher
on E and F progressions

Notes 
_________________________________________________

Notes 
_________________________________________________

Notes 
_________________________________________________


