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This is the A minor (Am) 
Chord 

This is the C major (C) chord
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All music has four elements, and a good teacher will be able to take any piece of music and pull one element out to practice. 

• Rhythm – My favorite image is a river of beats that never stops flowing, it is always there, and our job is to figure out when to stick our toe 

in (i.e. play a note or chord).  There are three rhythms that make up 90% of all music 

4/4 – 4 quarter notes - most popular songs, with the strong beat on the 1 and the 3. 

3/4 – 3 quarter notes, A waltz, with the strong beat on the 1. 

6/8 – 6 eighth notes, with the strong beat on the 1 and the 4. 

You never worry about getting lost while playing; simply stop and wait for a strong beat. 

Usually, you strum down on the strong beat, and up if there are “extra” notes. Work with your teacher on the use of and (&) for shorter note 

duration and syncopation. (Swing if advanced) 

 

• Bass - The bass or low note is usually the name of the chord. Watch your teacher. 

• Harmony - Harmony adds more notes (intervals) to the bass and allows us to create chords. Using frets, we want to “capture” the notes of 

the chord with various finger positions. Our ear wants to hear a set of different chords, especially the 1-4-5 (later). 

• Melody – The key concept again is the interval between each note of the melody, which all musicians master. You usually learn melody with 

lyrics. This takes us back to rhythm, if you are lost during a session, the words will tell you where you are and when to start back in, i.e. pick 

up the melody. 
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Basic

Basic

Medium

Medium

1  +   2   +  3  + 4  +     1  +  2  + 3   + 4   +       1 + 2   +   3   + 4  +     1  + 2  + 3 +  4    +     

(See Below)

Dotted note – adds one-half a note’s value, so quarter note adds one-eight note

1 +  2   +   3  + 4  +      1  + 2  +   3   + 4   +    1   +  2   + 3   + 4  +    1  +  2  +   3   +   4  +     

Play notes as if on a piano, 
finger up during rest
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     Am                 C                     D                     F                  Am                 E7                   Am               E7               

A|---------0---------------3----------------0--------------0----------------0---------------2---------------0--------------2----------- 

E|-------0---0----------0---0-----------2---2----------1---1-----------0---0-----------0---0----------0---0---------0---0-------- 

C|----0--------0-----0--------0------2--------2------0-------0------0--------0------2--------2------0-------0-----2-------2------ 

G|2----------------0---------------2----------------2--------------2----------------1----------------2--------------1------------2--- 

 

 

 Chorus: 

There (Am)is   a   (C)house in (D)New Orleans   (F) 

They (Am)call    the (C) Risin'  (E7) Sun 

And it's (Am)been the (C)ruin of (D)many a poor (F)boy. 

And (Am)God, I (E7) know, I'm (Am)one.  (E7) 

Practice only chords you know
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Now we can look at the rest of the basic set of chords, which will enable us to play about 
80% of most songs. Remember, basic chords usually include notes you already know.

Remember the piano chord is in parentheses, for the uke they can be in a different order, 
as long as you capture the notes. 
For these chords keep it simple.

The A chords include C#, one half-step up from C, so you should
know how many frets to go up.

Learning the rest of the basic chords

G
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Now for the G and E7 chords. For the G and G7, think of a pyramid.

For the E7, think of a “backwards A” until it is automatic.
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Now for three more difficult chords, for D. But this is the last set!

D7 (D  F#  A  C)

(__ __ __ __)

Dm (D  F  A)

(__ __ __ __)
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Now revisit Rising Sun, you are 
getting closer!
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My Girl
Intro is C bar chart (if wish to try), or as C chord, the lyric ‘I’ve got’ is on beat 7 of intro
A|---------------------------------0----3-----||---------------------------------0----3-----|
E|-----------------------0----3---------------||-----------------------0----3---------------|
C|-0---------------2--------------------------||-0---------------2--------------------------|
G|---------------------------------------------||---------------------------------------------|

1                    4    5     6     7     8            1                    4     5     6    7     8          Verse:

I've got (C) sunshine (F) on a cloudy (C) day  (F)
And when it's (C) cold outside, (F) I've got the month of (C) May  (F)  We’el
----------------------------------------------------
Chorus:
(C)I (Dm) guess (F) you’ll (G) say (C)What can (Dm) make me (F)feel this (G)way?
(C) My girl My girl My girl Talkin' 'bout (F) my girl (G7)my girl
---------------------------------------------------------
Verse:
I've got (C)so much honey (F) the birds envy (C) me (F)
I've got a (C) sweeter song - baby, (F) than the birds in the (C) trees (F) We’el
--------------------------------------------------------------
(C)I (Dm) guess (F) you’ll (G) say (C)What can (Dm) make me (F)feel this (G)way?
(C) My girl My girl My girl Talkin' 'bout (F) my girl (G7)my girl (C if end)
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Does this look like a “scale?”

D CE F G A B

Now that’s a 
scale ( = ladder)
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Common 1-4-5 progressions - tenor – Work with your teacher, since C sets the framework

Notes 
_________________________________________________

_____

_____ 

Notes 
_________________________________________________

Notes 
_________________________________________________

___           

Notes 
_________________________________________________
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Breaking up is Hard to do – Greenfield / Sedaka

Intro – Play G note 3 times with lyric 
“Don’t take your”, then C on “love

Notes:
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